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He looked at the shoes carefully to check 

if there were any faults, but they were 

perfect. He had no choice, but to sell 

them and soon a customer came and he 

bought the shoes for twice as much the 

price the shoemaker usually charged. 

With the money he earned, he bought 

twice as much leather as normal, so he 

could have two pairs of new shoes.  

 

The shoemaker told his wife that he 

finally wanted to understand who came 

every day and did the job for him. The 

workshop was going to be closed the 

other day, so he could stay up all night. 

His wife agreed and in the evening they 

left a candle in the workshop, so they 

could see better. At midnight, the man 

hid behind the curtains and waited.  

Once upon a time there was a poor 

shoemaker, who worked hard all his life 

but wasn’t rich at all. No matter how 

hard he tried, he couldn’t save enough 

for more than just one piece of leather - 

enough to make only one pair of shoes. 

Every evening he would cut out the 

leather and prepare it for the next day, 

so he could start working early. 

He was a poor and honest man and he 

went to bed with a light heart. That 

night he prepared his leather as usual 

and fell asleep as usual. When he woke 

up in the morning and sat on his work 

bench, he could not find his leather. 

Instead, he found a new pair of shoes, 

already made. The man could not 

understand how it had happened. 

Then he saw two naked elves come into 

the room. They were very cheerful and 

happy. They sat on the shoemaker’s 

bench and started making nice pairs of 

shoes quickly. They didn’t stop for a 

second. They finished their job long 

before dawn and then disappeared into 

thin air. The shoemaker and his wife 

were so thankful to them.  

Again he cut out the leather and went to 

bed. The next morning he woke up to 

find that someone has done the work 

for him again and two pairs of faultless 

shoes were on his work bench. Two 

customers came and bought the shoes 

for quite a handsome amount of money 

as they liked them so much. With all this 

money he bought more leather. 

He prepared the leather for eight pairs 

of shoes and went to bed again. In the 

morning he found eight pairs of 

perfectly sewn and polished shoes on his 

bench. This continued for quite a long 

time and the shoemaker and his wife 

became incredibly rich. A day before 

Christmas, the shoemaker and his wife 

were sitting and having breakfast.  

 

The shoemaker’s wife offered her 

husband to give the elves a gift and she 

made them nice clothes as they were 

naked and the weather was so cold. 

They left the clothes on the work bench 

that night. When the elves came, they 

saw the clothes instead of the leather, 

wore them and danced happily. They 

left and never came back. 
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He looked at the shoes carefully to check 

if there were any faults, but they were 

perfect. He had no choice, but to sell 

them and soon a customer came and he 

bought the shoes for twice as much the 

price the shoemaker usually charged. 

With the money he earned, he bought 

twice as much leather as normal, so he 

could have two pairs of new shoes.  

 

The shoemaker told his wife that he 

finally wanted to understand who came 

every day and did the job for him. The 

workshop was going to be closed the 

other day, so he could stay up all night. 

His wife agreed and in the evening they 

left a candle in the workshop, so they 

could see better. At midnight, the man 

hid behind the curtains and waited.  

Once upon a time there was a poor 

shoemaker, who worked hard all his life 

but wasn’t rich at all. No matter how 

hard he tried, he couldn’t save enough 

for more than just one piece of leather - 

enough to make only one pair of shoes. 

Every evening he would cut out the 

leather and prepare it for the next day, 

so he could start working early. 

He was a poor and honest man and he 

went to bed with a light heart. That 

night he prepared his leather as usual 

and fell asleep as usual. When he woke 

up in the morning and sat on his work 

bench, he could not find his leather. 

Instead, he found a new pair of shoes, 

already made. The man could not 

understand how it had happened. 

Then he saw two naked elves come into 

the room. They were very cheerful and 

happy. They sat on the shoemaker’s 

bench and started making nice pairs of 

shoes quickly. They didn’t stop for a 

second. They finished their job long 

before dawn and then disappeared into 

thin air. The shoemaker and his wife 

were so thankful to them.  

Again he cut out the leather and went to 

bed. The next morning he woke up to 

find that someone has done the work 

for him again and two pairs of faultless 

shoes were on his work bench. Two 

customers came and bought the shoes 

for quite a handsome amount of money 

as they liked them so much. With all this 

money he bought more leather. 

He prepared the leather for eight pairs 

of shoes and went to bed again. In the 

morning he found eight pairs of 

perfectly sewn and polished shoes on his 

bench. This continued for quite a long 

time and the shoemaker and his wife 

became incredibly rich. A day before 

Christmas, the shoemaker and his wife 

were sitting and having breakfast.  

 

The shoemaker’s wife offered her 

husband to give the elves a gift and she 

made them nice clothes as they were 

naked and the weather was so cold. 

They left the clothes on the work bench 

that night. When the elves came, they 

saw the clothes instead of the leather, 

wore them and danced happily. They 

left and never came back. 
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